Writing a Brief Analytical Book Review

When something is brief, it needs to be of high quality.  This implies that you will need to work harder on writing a good 2 page paper than you will need to write a 5-6 page paper.  You need to be clear, comprehensive, and concise.  The paper may be double spaced or single spaced with font size of 10-12.
The first step of your review is to let the reader know what the thesis of the book you are reading is.  For example, a book may argue democracy is not good for economic development.

The next step is to place your book in the context of a wider debate.  If your book is against democracy, you should do research and find out who your book is arguing against.  Reading book reviews by experts in the New York Review of Books, the International Studies Quarterly, Foreign Affairs, or other reputable resources will give you the necessary clues to contextualize your material.  Does your author specify other materials that his or her work is contradicting?  That may be the most valuable clue of all.  Learn what that book states and make sure you contain that in your review.

After revealing the thesis of the book and placing the thesis in context, you need to analyze how strong the author’s argument is.  What evidence does the author use to make his or her point?  Is this evidence contradicted by things not mentioned in the argument?  Does it successfully refute the evidence for a contradictory position cited by the author?  Does it warrant the conclusions the author makes?

The final state of your book review should focus on describing the implications of the author’s argument if he or she is correct and or the implications of the books argument if the author is incorrect.  You need to apply the author’s thesis and imagine its outcome.

In general, your paper should be built upon the best knowledge you can gather.  You should not say more than you can based upon the facts and good logic nor should you say less than you can based upon a careful engagement with the topic under consideration.

If your assignment displays critical thought, good research, careful and well-polished writing, and a high level of knowledge of the issue under consideration, you will receive a 5 for your efforts.  If it is lacking in quality, you will receive a grade of 4 or lower depending on how serious your weaknesses are in the eyes of the instructor.

